The role of stereotactic biopsy in the management of gliomas.
Neurosurgeons must use accurate diagnostic techniques that confirm characteristics of individual glial neoplasms before recommending specific treatments. These diagnostic methods must reach all brain locations and be appropriate for patients of all ages and medical conditions. We believe that CT- or MR-based stereotactic biopsy is the best way to guide management in patients who do not require craniotomy for tumor mass effect. As our understanding of the biology of different tumors increases, we anticipate that even more specific therapeutic approaches will be developed that will require a histologic diagnosis and perhaps even new approaches to tumor classification and grading.